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WASHINGTON-—-The Pentagon
overstated the strengths of a Soviet

_tank last year while pressing.to buK
. the new- American. M-1 tank, whic

" graph- of the- T-80; ‘taken during-a
“military . parade in- Moscow on Nov.

amst s drawmg had been publxshed

" "1 ‘version of “Sov1et Mﬂltary Power,”
1|  which .included:*a: full-page photo-

-7, 1981, - just=a’ few -weeks after the

thelds said that the artxst’s«”con-
cep'txon" published in. i981 as the T-60.
! is-actually “more hke “the- newer'
5 Sovxet tank. :

“ L “LAST YEAR we had an. artist

:j_-irawm from what he was being {old
> i by our mtel-(intelligence) and
his v ok that

“.this year we had a phofo

has had a. history of frequent break-. 477 - cqomrnEl Oy

. downs,; major fuel consumption. T : - 15
" problems:and other difficulties. = .| chine almost. indistinguishable from. rov at” the 1S just”an im-
. Defense establishment:critics con.-' the- well-known..T-72 main battles 1provE Version: of Eﬁe ’l' 72"”' ""ll!'sa
ténd the Pentagon. has also ‘set the [ tank; which has:been photographed. Ids. s %
¢¥stage for a’ request.for ‘funds. to |: throughouv -Eastern Europe and. in: phs ofa the t.ank Wember
-improve the‘‘controversial M-1 by ;,the war: 1mAfghanlstan Shlelds said.’| gelt', hdgzldgnfated ‘the: ’tl;;go ~have begn
manipulating. reports .concemmg the‘»‘- “as st an-improved ver-| ¢ Pulls or ‘more.than”a .year- by
Soviet weapon_, -7 ;" sxoxm? t?:)ei%%g t l?e acklr)xow]edged:; -the Sowet news- agency: “Tass: Japa-
. “It’s a clear case- of ‘threat infla: %7 Instead. of mcorporatmg thei -Dese” agazines, -for example, have?
tion,” "said .Paul Hoven; a ground-- “Chobham. armor,-a: multilayered ar-{ published several photos durmg 1982
warfare specxahst “with' the ‘reform’+ rangement. of ; different. metals and. -f-showmg‘ the L-80s v parading’ down?
" group, Project on Mrhtary Pr ;’ﬁbers, the- T-80 proved to have an: Red- Squarem Moscow: butridentified-J
"** ordinary foundry-cast turret, just like’| aptlons, .said’

curement-* s
‘the Soviet T‘72 tank and the older T--

¢ e ane

That ' was" demed -by:"Maj.* Bobl
thelds,\ an Army spokesman who- 6.
nevertheless acknowledged. tha "‘"’l‘urrels such'as the one o theUS
’ggl\?ltegl az&e;&dﬁc:?edmana; %nll;e‘; M1 made of: Chobham-type armor;j - 8renades to-the-turret, removed an;

‘have a. distinctive faceted appear-{ . Optical gunsight in faV(:;i of . a-laser:

m \.t [
Leé’:",ze?,;°2§;°:t‘fe:s?"“e,gh‘é‘?‘e:‘é" {ance while ordinary tank tarrets are Sight and Lprobably
f s );~

.the T-72.. - "cast in_one. piece and, therefore,’| €T ’
‘During last year's mxhtary budget | have airounded appearance,. noteds| :fCurrently both thé’ FMG—CO? >
debate, Defense Secretary Caspar |. Jane s-,mostsrecent report on: Genera‘l Dynaml,c,:s Corp.~are esign-»
Weinberger and other Pentagon offi--|- Weapons and Tactlcs Of the Sov;et& Ying-a:‘'follow-on’’ tank to-eventually,
cials dggended the controversial $3-.[7Army." < sreplace or augment the 7, ,000-plus. M-
million-per-vehicle M-1 .U.S." main | Jane’ 5,'.a British pubhsher devoted"’ i1s the Army plans-m bu; o i Y
. ggttle ;ar:ik by lwalmmtgan%:watth the -~ hainly. ito »military - reports;%said= § ONE . OF ‘THE"MAJOR: redesigm'
. Soviets had developed a e T-" ““Those+who-have- seen . photographss Ischemes.that:have been: ‘reported in
of ‘the T-80 describe:it as resembhng tthe:journal Armor,would remove the
T-72'with.a:more: angular. turret.%| : turret from the-M-1, leaving only thé.:

-y HOVEN AND t colleague ‘*Josephl 5tr:)xap‘x .gun.and a televxsxon amera.on,

Bemlce, haver:prepared - an  article
for’ theArmy s-technical publication,”
“Armor, 2 which- forecasts: that - the:
Soviets -will: eventually field the new.
tank - with tél:dChobham armor - bul

,added tubes.- for. launchmg ‘smoke’” :

,80, that, would. - feature - the- same -
:armor, laser- sights, computers and/
: other components- of the M-

~. THE SOVIET TANK was. ﬁrst de-:
scnbed in the booklet, ‘‘Soviet Mili-}
rl?v Power,"” which. Wemberger pub-
ed in September 1981:.

- Instead. of -containing” a* phot
! graph ‘however, the booklet had only"
nan Aartist’s.. drawing -~ of . the . tanlz
“showing-’it-" plated:; with': the.:same:
" modern:: €hobham- armor::: as+:thex
. American’- M-1:: and. .bristling. with-
§renade and mortar launching tubes,”
aser sights-and other innovations. = ~;
. The caption read,.'The T-80 tank;

“now -in expenmental production, “is
the third, new class of tank W1th
markedly ‘improved fire ower,(
- armor and mobility produced by the
" USSR in. recent years,: a“weapons’
“system ‘underscoring the-across-the-;
Sboard Soviet-quest for guantitative’
3 and quahtatxve weapons. supenon-

: Chobham -armor in’the turret- lsﬁpa('-:
‘ticularly “effective:‘protecting’_ the™
rew*from :“heat “rounds”'desxgned~

- burn-through: the=wall ‘of ‘an ordis?
ary:tank, the’armor -can be defea

,.’.
'3

: That tank said. Hoven, “will'thén tpe :
cited-.by:the: Pentagon- to- argue: for- b shells moving at a high rate:ofs
an improved.version of the-M-1 tank::q - spee(yi so.called “k%netlc ro%xhnds.’.’ .';.:"

" 4They* didn’t “need : the .T-85: ~thig= b "g :
¥ v removing the turret-alto, ether,
year. so they ran a'picture of:the T4 £ 1 4 replacing one of the: fourgcrew‘f

80,” 'said Hoven. “They- (the Penta¥: 4
on): ‘are- .saving_the :real new-tank Amembers in.the: M-1- with-an auto-}
?or zlater "on,. so - there” will be .an; l,.matlc loading xmachine, : the.
» .| Ticorps -will have:a. machine: that-is3
relatively .. protected- 'agamst
“heat rounds:. and.. kineti
proponents argue.-- &
“When. they- start:trying:to: &
Congress a tank:without a turret. and4
~a still higher-price tag,”” Hoven said;;
{“they‘re going to‘need:-all.thehelp{
“they can' get, 'and that’s  what the]
»Army:is saving the .T-85 for.”: *-*:ﬁ' 4:

. Aas ¢S dar

argument for_a-new improved M-1.
Shields confirmed that U.S. ‘intelli>

gence sources. liave mii@ aevelo ¥
information -tha e viets  are:
workm% on a substantially different:
‘main_battle tank with Chobhamy
g ' E , ii - X

On March 9 this’ year however, B
Wemberger,, pubhshed the.. second™
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